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The Cold Trip Home ©


Scarves flapping,

Whipping winds whine,

Trudging through,

This world divine.

Lights aglow,

Illuminating streets,

Through frozen rain,

The old city heart beats.

An old man sings,

Of woe and blues,

A nickel drops,

"I thank you."

Snow turned dirty,

The herd trudges on,

Humanity and infirmity,

Hand in hand, walk on.

Tunnels warm,

Below the earth,

We ants run towards,

The mound of dirt.
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Striking Similarities

The Bush administration and the MTA are a lot alike.  They both use funds that could help the “commoners” for other, more important things.  Rather than sending some armor for our tanks and trucks in Iraq, the Bush administration is planning on having 9 (count them, NINE) inaugural balls for our returning president.   Plus a youth concert, a parade, a fireworks display, and a second swearing-in ceremony.  The total cost?  A mere $30 to $40 million dollars.  Shouldn’t our tax money be going towards our troops or saving Social Security, rather than the self-congratulatory celebrations of a second-term president?   Priceless.   
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Health Official is Ignoring Reality

“We don’t need a study, if I remember my biology correctly, to show us that those people who are sexually abstinent have a zero chance of becoming pregnant,” says Wade Horn (Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Services).  Is it 2004 or 1950?  People can contract STD’s without ever having intercourse, Mr. Horn.  Heard of herpes, chlamydia and gonorrhea?  Your “abstinence only” programs ignore the scientific truths about rape, incest, disease and human nature.  “God” is rarely present in the backseat of teenager’s car, and this close-minded approach is putting millions of teens at risk for much worse than pregnancy..
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Proud New Yorker

I’ve never been prouder to be a New Yorker than I am today.  With our vote on November 2nd, we chose more than a presidential candidate.  We, the firsthand witnesses and victims of 9/11, chose hope over fear.  We chose science and common sense over voodoo and religion.  We chose intelligence over ignorance.  We chose a decorated war veteran over a man arrested for DUI.  We chose the hope of a peaceful resolution to our problems over unilateral, crusade-like wars.  New York is truly “the home of the brave.”  And the very slight majority of America needs to catch up.
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2012 Olympic Ripoff  (Stadium last thing New York wants)

Mr. Bloomberg?  Regarding the 2012 Olympic (read: Jets) Stadium you want us to (partially) pay for?  We don’t want to pay - or upend the lives of West Side residents.  If you insist (you always do), let the Jets pay.  Salaries have plummeted, rents have soared, and on the horizon?   Another MTA fare hike.  You’ve closed firehouses (response time is higher – so are deaths)….  We’re on perpetual terror alert….  Etc. But hey, you promise it’ll help the economy?  Promise!?! Oh, okay.  Wait!   Why don’t you fund it with that flood of RNC money?  Remember?  The other economic boost you promised?
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Republicans Laughable

So the Republicans are running on a platform of national security.  They say they can protect us better than the Democrats.  That's very funny.  Especially when you consider that (at least) 4 times last week, protesters managed to get inside the Republican National Convention (at the very heavily fortified Madison Square Garden) and disrupt the proceedings.   So easy to fool were the mighty Republicans, these “sleeper cell” protesters had no problem getting in.  I don’t know about you, but I don’t recall any protesters getting access to, or disrupting, the Democratic National Convention.  Yeah, RNC, that makes me feel real secure.
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Writer Needs a Lesson in History

Regarding Vlady Zeiger’s letter (Metro, June 28): Comparing Japan’s bombing of Pearl Harbor and our involvement in World War II to the disaster of 9/11 and the nonexistent connection to Iraq (and our invasion of it)?  Faulty logic.  Japan had everything to do with World War II.   But even the Bush administration now admits no link between 9/11 and Iraq.  Catch up.  You’re right about learning from the past – we should have learned the Bushes make lousy presidents and not elected George Junior.  Oh wait, we didn’t.   Better idealistic than blindly believing the lies of this administration.  Compliment accepted.
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Ignorance Seems to be One's Bliss...

Perhaps Ms. Martinez (Metro letter, June 24) should see beyond her own "notions" and "face facts."  True, an Al Gore presidency wouldn’t have stopped 9/11, but I seriously doubt the attacks would have been used as a red herring argument for invading Iraq.  "Bush is not the enemy, Islamic terrorism is," she states.  Fact – US and coalition casualties from both this war and the increased terrorism caused by it (i.e., Spain) could eventually equal or surpass the toll of 9/11 – anyone counted?  Perhaps we have an enemy within, Ms. Martinez – an “elected” one.  They say ignorance is bliss.  Happy much?
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COKE BUST

Has anyone noticed that Coca Cola's new "conveniently sized" 1.5 liter is now costing the same sale price as the 2 liter used to?  For a couple of weeks it was cheaper, but now they've bumped it back up.  Many in America watching their weight depend on having their Diet Coke to cut calories.   Looks like a gouge to me.  It's bad enough we have a $.05 state "deposit" we'll never see again (don't even get me started on that), but now we have to pay more for less?  (Congrats, Coke.  You just lost a steady customer of 22 years.)
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That's Not News

I am so pleased to know that the biggest "news" in our world today is Janet Jackson's breast!  I mean, why focus on things like soldiers dying, some by suicide, in a war that probably shouldn't have been?  Or the economy tanking and layoffs continuing and the deficit that increases daily?   Or Bush being in the pocket of every lobbyist in DC, as he hands out contracts without bids?  No, her breast is far more important than any of that!  How lucky we are that this is the biggest issue facing our world post 9/11!  God Bless America!

Ah, joy of heat,


Silver bullets bring,


"Take us back home,"


We ants all sing.





The little capsule,


Barrels swiftly uptown,


Where we can put,


Our coats and hats down.





Again, the wind,


And the dark snow, so cold,


We ants emerge,


From that little black hole.





Scarves flapping,


Whipping wind whines,


To our humble homes,


We ants arrive.





Out through clear glass,


We peer at the view,


We smile and believe,


Our hope is renewed.











